
M
onroe
County's
economy
appears to
be

picking up some-
what, at least in
terms of retail sales.

So far in 2010,
revenues from the
county's 1-percent
sale tax are much
better than they
were in 2009. As of
August, the
county had col-
lected $2.9 mil-
lion for its 1-
percent sales tax in 2010.
That represents a 32 per-
cent increase over 2009. In
that same January-to-
August time period in
2009, the county had col-
lected just $2.2 million.

One of the best measures
of the local economy is
retail sales taxes collected

in the county's one-cent
Special Purpose Local
Option Sales Tax
(SPLOST).

One factor could
be the addition of
the new Super
Walmart in
March.

The economy,
however, appears
not to have recov-
ered to its 2008
level. The sales

tax collected
$3.4 million
from
January-

August 2008.
The improved sales tax

numbers means the coun-
ty's one-cent sales tax,
approved by voters in
2007, is on track to collect
the $23.5 million over six
years as was budgeted.
One caveat: No one seems
to know what role Plant
Scherer plays in our sales

tax collections. Jim Cole
helped me check a few
months ago with the state
Department of Revenue
and they basically had no
clue who was paying what.
So we should take these
figures with a grain of salt,
or a lump of coal.

•••
Speaking of taxes, a read-

er came by the Reporter
last week concerned that
the Medical Center buying
the old Walmart building
is bad news because the
hospital won't pay taxes.

Not true, says tax com-
missioner Lori Andrews.
Since the Medical Center
is a for-profit hospital it
will indeed pay property
taxes on the building to
the county, city and school
board. It's true that
Monroe County Hospital
doesn't pay property taxes.

The Medical Center
bought the 55,000 square

foot building and sur-
rounding two acres on Lee
Street for about $1.8 mil-
lion, the same figure used
for the property's tax
assessment. That leaves
the property with an annu-
al tax bill of about $21,000.
That amount would likely
go up as improvements are
made to the building.

•••
Say a prayer for Jim

Smart, owner of Smart
Shoppes on the Square.
Jim has suffered several
strokes in the past few
months and is not doing
well. Monica is valiantly
trying to keep their store
and photography business
going, but of course the
recession and the
Streetscape constrution
aren’t helping. Drop by the
store if you get a chance
and let the family know
you’re pulling for them.

E-mail Will Davis at pub-

I
t’s information that comes too late for most voters,
but not all. The Reporter hits the streets at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, when the polls
are still open.
Regardless, we think

there are some facts you
ought to know.

School board candidate
James Green was disqualified
in his 2007 run for mayor for
not keeping his primary home
in the city. Now he’s running
for the city’s school board
seat, District 1. But county
tax records show Green still
has his homestead exemp-
tion, which applies to a pri-
mary residence, on his River
Forest home in the county, not
his other home in Forsyth.

This is relevant because
Green still qualified for office
claiming his ancestral home
at 73 Blount Street as his
primary residence. Power
bills over the past year do
show some usage at the
house, however limited. But
the homestead exemption
must be applied to a person’s primary residence, hence
the word “homestead”. It is the best determinant for
someone’s primary residence.

Obviously, the tax exemption is more valuable to Green
on his River Forest home. The county’s assessed value on
Green’s 1,290-square-foot home on Blount Street is
$50,290. On his 2,556-square-foot home at 108 River
Overlook, the county puts a value of $440,300. Still, when
it’s time to run for office, he claims his Blount Street
home is where he rests his head at night.

By itself, Green’s residency games don’t disqualify him
from office, especially since no one bothered to protest it
formally. But since Green has put himself on the ballot
again, we would simply remind voters that this is a man
who scolded city council members and local business own-
ers at the 2007 hearing over his residency. And it’s a man
who led a group of protestors, many of them from Macon,
in berating school board members for their commendable
dismissal of former Hubbard principal Kay Williams in
2009.

Green obviously did well in his career with Nabisco
after leaving Forsyth for Detroit decades. He has tried to
make a contribution since returning. We suggest he’d be
more effective if he simply played by the rules like every-
one else, and persuaded voters he actually wants to help.

In just nine days, long-dormant
Tift College will open for business in
its newest incarnation as the head-
quarters for the Georgia Department
of Corrections. To get ready, the
Reporter has been looking back at
Tift’s roller-coaster history. This
week, former Tift College English
professor and administrator Dr.
Cathryn Futral describes life on
campus in the 1970s, with help from
the Reporter archives.

BY DR. CATHRYN FUTRAL

T
he 1970’s for Tift College
began with optimism and
ended with division. It
foreshadowed the 1980’s

Dr. Robert W. Jackson, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church,
Dalton, was named presi-
dent of Tift in 1969. The
Trustees followed the tra-
dition of choosing a Baptist
minister for the position. Dr.
Jackson was a good choice in
many ways: he was well educated,
he was sincerely spiritual, he had a
desirable cultural level of sophisica-
tion, he had an attractive wife and
two sons, he was very interested in
higher education, and        he had
an appealing, interesting vision of
what Tift College could become.

The 1971 yearbook, The
Chiaroscuro, noted that in
September 1969, Dr. Jackson had
said that he would strive for a bet-
ter relationsip between the
Administration and the students
with a program allowing students to
take part in the governing functions
of the campus.

The Tift tradition marking the
beginning of the school year was the
ceremony of Investiture. There was
a formal procession of the faculty in
academic regalia, special music and
prayers, and a welcoming and
inspiring speech. Then the Dean of
Students awarded each senior her
cap and gown. The new president
was the speaker, and he challenged
the students to “To Go with the
Wind.”

That same year, at the request of
the students, the first official dance
was held at Tift College. The
Lottery, a band from Atlanta, per-
formed, and a new tradition was
added.

Traditions were always important
at Tift. Some disappeared because of
changes in the campus complex.
Because of the new dining hall,
meals were no longer served family
style to students assigned specific
seats; no longer did seniors eat in a
section seperated by glass doors, an
atmosphere too rarefied for mere
juniors, sophmores, and freshmen.

In the 1940’s Tift College seniors
in their full academic regalia-
marched from the campus in almost
perfect cadence to the First Baptist
Church, Forsyth. But in 1970 such a
ceremony would have been labeled
at best strange and at worst passe.
Perhaps most ceremonies and tradi-
tions have always seemed so to
some.

Many students valued their impor-
tance and gained grace from Tift

traditions: their values, their
uniqueness, their camaraderie.
Students’ minds and hearts and
ideals and talents were sometimes
stretched and strenghthened and
molded.

In a 1972 Symposium on “The
Future of Tift,” Monroe County
Bank president Karl Hill said that
Tift raises the cultural and educa-
tional level of the community of
Forsyth. Hill became Chairman of
the “Dimensions for a new Decade”
campaign, a plan to build a three-
story classroom, administration
building and to renovate Columbus
Roberts auditorium. The goal was
$4 milllion.

That goal was not reached,
but the classroom,

Administration Building
and the renovation of
Columbus Roberts
Auditorium, including a
new Schantz pipe organ,

the gift of Tift graduate
Mrs. C.O. Smith and her hus-

band, were accomplished in the
1970’s.

President Jackson and Dr. I.W.
Bowen, long time Professor of
Religion, joined town and gown on
regularly scheduled trips to Europe.

The world outside of Tift came to
the campus through concerts, plays,
and visiting speakers, such as Mrs.
Rosalyn Carter, the Moscow Folk
Ballet, Norman Vincent Peale, Hal
Holbrook, the National Players, Dr.
Joyce Brothers, Gov. Jimmy Carter
and Mrs. Betty Talmadge.

In additon to the Thomas F. Staley
Distinguished Scholar Series, Dr.
and Mrs. Carey T. Vinzant estab-
lished a trust to provide for a
Vinzant Lectures Series.

During this decade, Tift began a
consortium with Mercer University
for the Master of Education degree;
half of the courses would be taught
at Tift and  half at Mercer. Tift also
began a joint enrollment program
with Mary Persons and wih Monroe
Acadamy in which qualified seniors
could take limited freshmen courses
taught by college professors.

There were other innovations
studied by the Trustees and the
Administration. The financial situa-
tion was always a challenge. The
endowment was never larger than
$7 million, and many of the stu-
dents came from families of minis-
ters, from small town fathers who
wanted a fine education and safety
for their daughters, from an occa-
sional missionary kid. When daugh-
ers no longer would agree to go to a
small, rural, single sex college,
enrollment began to falter.

There were discussions about the
possibility of coeducation, discus-
sions about incorporating a conven-
tion center, and finally, an agree-
ment to develop an extended educa-
tion program with coeducational
campus centers in nearby towns
without colleges. The first program
was a sister relationship with a
Baptist Junior College, Brewton
Parker, offering their students the
opportuniy to complete their last
two years while still in residence at
the junior college. Then programs

were established in Thomaston, in
Douglas county, in Perry, and in
Griffin.

The enrollment in these off-cam-
pus centers alleviated the financial
difficulties of a student body that
had shrunk from 500 to 250, and
the enrollment reached 800.

Because of the diversity of pro-
grams, the dependence on the exter-
nal programs, and the sad failure to
attract sufficient numbers if young
women who had been the heart of
the institution, Tift evolved into a
different entity.

The founding core of the extended
education program had come from
the establishment of an Evening
Division concept to be offered by Tift
College professors in prison settings
to guards and qualified inmates
who wanted to complete their col-
lege education. That program lasted
only one year because the Trustees,
at the behest of some alumnae and
friends, eliminated it from Tift in
1979. That prison program was
immediatly incorporated by Mercer
Univerity. The Monroe County
Reporter noted that some current
students thought the elimination
was right, and some others thought
it was wrong.

There was also dissension at Tift
in 1976, when the Macon Telegraph
reported on its front page that Tift
would have open house in the dorms
on Sunday afternoons from 3-6. The
Trustees were concerned that such
a policy could tarnish the reputa-
tions of the young women. A visiting
brother, father, or friend would have
to sign in and leave his driver’s
licence at a front desk. One house
mother resigned to protest the poli-
cy.

It was in the 1970’s that a Tift stu-
dent was arrested in he biggest
drug raid in Monroe County history.
Her sentence was later reversed by
the Appeals court, but that sad real-
ity made headlines in the Monroe
County Reporter.

Some cultural changes are so
gradual that they are hard to
reconize, and other cultural changes
are so abrupt that the differences
are too painful, too obvious. That
relentless, hard task master of cul-
tural change was found at Tift
College in the 1970’s.

Dr. Cathryn Futral was an
administrator and professor of
English at Tift College, and lives in
Forsyth.

On the Porch

PAGE 4A          November 3, 2010

50 N. Jackson St., Forsyth, GA 31029
Periodicals Postage Paid at

Forsyth, Ga 31029
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:

THE MONROE COUNTY REPORTER
P.O. Box 795, Forsyth, GA 31029

Official Organ of Monroe County 
and the City of Forsyth

Phone: 478-994-2358 • FAX 478-994-2359
SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

Monroe County - $35 Out of County - $48
Single copy - 75¢

Deadlines are noon on Friday prior to issue.
The comments featured on the opinion pages
are the sole creations of the writers, they do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Re-
porter management.

Publication No. USPS 997-840)

OUR STAFF
Will Davis 

Publisher/Editor
publisher@mymcr.net

Gina Herring
News Editor

news@mymcr.net

Amy Haisten
Graphic Artist

graphics@mymcr.net

Adam Ham
Webmaster

webmaster@mymcr.net

www.mymcr.net

Carolyn Martel
Advertising 

Manager
ads@mymcr.net

is published every week by 
The Monroe County Reporter Inc.

Will Davis, president
Robert M. Williams Jr., vice president

Cheryl S. Williams, secretary-treasurer

Opinion Declare among the nations,
and publish, and set up a standard;

publish, and conceal not;
Jeremiah 50:2

Trellis Grant
Business Manager

business@mymcr.net

Gini Seitz
Advertising 

Representative
sales@mymcr.net

Richard Dumas
Reporter

forsyth@mymcr.net

2010 winner: Editorial Page excellence

2010 winner: Community Service excellence

2010 winner: Layout and Design excellence

2010 winner: Photo Essay excellence

2010 winner: Editorial Writing excellence

2010 winner: Investigative Reporting excellence

OUR VIEW

OPINION POLL

35
DAYS

COUNTDOWN

DEPARTMENT OF

CORRECTIONS

DEPARTMENT OF

CORRECTIONS

UNTIL OPENING

9Glad to see the build-
ing will be renovated
and occupied.

Concerned about its
effects on Monroe
County Hospital.

Hoping they'll put a
Chick-fil-A nearby.

I miss the old Walmart!

What do you think about the old Walmart
being converted into doctor's offices?

51 votes
39 perent

13 votes
10 percent

50 votes
38 percent

16 votes
12 percent

Tift bloomed in the 1970s
Countdown to Corrections

Mr. Green’s neighborhood

Where does James
Green really live?

He claims here, 73 Blount
Street, a 1,290 square-foot
home valued at $50,000.

But his homestead exemp-
tion says here, at his 2,556
square foot River Forest
home valued at $440,300.
(Info/photos from Monroe
Co. Tax Assessors Website) 

Tax revenue tells story, maybe
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