
In just 51 days, long-dor-
mant Tift College will rise
once again, opening its
doors in its newest incar-
nation as the headquarters
for the Georgia
Department of Corrections.
As Monroe County and
Forsyth prepare for 400
new DOC employees who
will be setting up shop at
the former campus, the
Reporter will look back at
the colorful and surprising
history of Tift, once one of
the oldest women's colleges
in the country. In this first
week, we look back at the
school's inception and how
Forsyth came to be home to
Tift College.

S
o where did it all
start? How did a
small fron-
tier town in
Middle

Georgia become
home to one of the
first women's colleges
in the country?

Perhaps the best
source for this story
is a 1969 volume
written by Tift alum and
long-time Latin teacher
and registrar Eugenia
Wootton Stone. Stone
combed through newspa-
per records and school
archives to piece together
a comprehensive history of

the school entitled
"Yesterday at Tift". Having
taught at Tift from 1927-
1967, she certainly knew
her subject.

Stone found the first
recorded discussion of
launching a college in
Forsyth in the Aug. 12,
1848 issue of the then-
local newspaper, The Bee.
In the paper, Bee editor
James W. Gaulding urged
townspeople to endorse
and cooperate with efforts
by the Presbyterian Synod
to buy an unfinished build-
ing that had been slated to
house the Southern
Botanico Medical College
and open it as a school.
The medical school had
stopped work after making
plans to open its campus

in Macon instead. Its goal
was to study the use of
herbal medicines for
improving health. Since it
was moving, Gaulding
reported, the unfinished
building could be bought
for less than $10,000.

It appears Judge Robert
P. Trippe led the citizen
effort to found the school.
Trippe would later become
a Congressman and then a
Supreme Court justice.

While the initial offer
was rejected, enough peo-
ple in Forsyth had bought
into the idea for a college
that it wouldn't die. A year
later, on Dec. 21, 1849, the
citizens of Forsyth char-
tered a new school with a
mouthful of a name: the
Forsyth Female Collegiate
Institute. Some have sug-
gested it was the second
girls college in the country.
But Stone says it was
actually the fourth. Stone
said Mary Hardin Baylor
in Belton, Texas, Judson in
Marion, Ala. and

Limestone in Gaffney
S.C. all predate the
Forsyth school.

A board of trustees
formed to run the school
included three Baptists,
three Methodists and
one Presbyterian. The
infant college convened
in the Monroe Railroad

Bank building owned by
the Masons.

The board hired a man
already running a girls
school in Forsyth, the Rev.
E.C.J. Thomas, as a princi-
pal until a suitable presi-
dent could be found.
Thomas brought with him
from his former school a
group of girls who made
up the nucleus of the first

student body.
Within about a
year, the board
secured the
services of the
Rev. William
Clay Wilkes, a
South
Carolina
native and a
pastor, as the
school's first
president.

An 1843
graduate of
Mercer at
Penfield,
Wilkes had
been teaching
at Pleasant
Grove
Academy in
Eatonton
when he was called to
head the new college in
Forsyth. In addition to
leading the college he was
also named pastor of
Forsyth Baptist Church,
and also preached at New
Providence and Mt. Zion
Baptist churches.

In Stone's book, Wilkes is
described as full of vigor
and enthusiasm. In finan-
cial affairs he was deemed
to have utter integrity.

Under Wilkes' energetic
leadership, the Forsyth
Female Collegiate
Institute outgrew its quar-
ters. In 1852, the school
finally was able to buy and
finish the Southern
Botanico building, a three-
story structure with a

cupola that was located
where the administrative
building now sits at Tift
(see sketch above). The
building was big enough to
house the teachers and 30
young ladies, and the
school developed a library
with 500 volumes.

The first graduating
class finished in 1854. The
next year, local Baptists
secured full control of the
school, as the three
Baptists on the board
bought out the three
Methodists on the board
for $3,500. In turn,
Methodists agreed to start
the Hillard Institute for
boys in town.

Stone suggests the board
got a little carried away

with the school's growth
when it renamed the
school the Monroe Female
University. It was soon
changed to the more accu-
rate Monroe Female
College, wrote Stone.

And so the burgeoning
women's college in Forsyth
was established and grow-
ing in its early years, flour-
ishing under the leader-
ship of a wise, well-
respected educator in Dr.
Wilkes. But war clouds
were gathering and the
destitution of the battle
would soon interrupt the
placid rhythms of learning
at the remote Middle
Georgia campus. More on
that next week.

Sophisticated people like
to say there is no magic
bullet for poverty.

And it's true,
there's rarely one
program or simple
answer to fix com-
plex problems.

But, there is one
institution that
statistics show is
as close as we
can find to a
magic bullet
for solving
intractable
poverty. It's not education.
It's not welfare benefits. It's
not even a job. It's mar-
riage. Yawwn. I know. Not
very exciting. But last
week's census report clearly
shows the collapse of the
family unit is the No. 1 rea-
son that the poverty rate
rose to a record 14 percent

in the U.S. last year.
To wit: "Single-mother

families are almost
five times more like-
ly to be poor than
are married couples
with children; over-
all, nearly 70 per-
cent of poor families
with children are
headed by single

parents."
And if

unwed preg-
nancy is the
leading cause

of poverty, notes Robert
Rector of National Review
Online, then it’s catastroph-
ic that marriage has been
rapidly declining in our
society and the number of
women who have children
outside of marriage has
soared. Historically, unwed
childbearing was rare. In

1964, when the federal gov-
ernment launched its War
on Poverty, 6.8 percent of
births were to single moth-
ers. Today, the unwed
birthrate has climbed to 40
percent: four of every 10
births are to single moth-
ers. For Hispanics and
African Americans, the
rates rise to nearly 50 and
over 70 percent, says
Rector.

So what do we do? Well, a
little peer pressure is
always helpful. In the old
days, there were strong
social norms that kept a lid
on unwed pregnancy. Those
who found themselves
pregnant before getting
married were quietly hus-
tled out of town to avoid the
shame, only to return after
they got married and the
child was born. Former gen-

erations knew unwed preg-
nancy wasn't good for the
child or the society.

Now, I'm not pining for
more shame and guilt. But
when un-married people
proudly announce on
Facebook that they're
expecting, as happens
today, it's just weird. Should
that child be loved and wel-
comed into the world? Of
course. But when a man
and a woman indulge
themselves sexually with-
out bothering to commit to
one another in a marriage
for raising that child, they
shouldn’t brag. They're giv-
ing their offspring greater
odds that heartbreak and
poverty lie ahead. Not
exactly the choice we want
to celebrate.

Now let’s be honest: Men
will always want what they

want. The hero of this story
must necessarily be the
ladies. You are what former
Senate chaplain Peter
Marshall called the keeper
of the springs, the guaran-
tors of a community’s moral
purity. Men want some-
thing you have. I beg you,
ladies, use this to your
advantage. Do not give
away your ace card until
that man has made his
commitment to you in mar-
riage for the rest of his life.

Imgaine the difference
the women of Monroe
County could make on our
community if from this day
forward they denied men
that which they want until
those men committed to
love and cherish them in
marriage.

Imagine how this county
could improve if single

ladies from Culloden to
High Falls followed the wis-
dom of that great Georgia
Satellites’ song:

You see I wanted her real
bad and I was about to give
in

That's when she started
talkin' true love started
talkin' about sin

I said honey I'll live with
you for the rest of my life 

She said no huggin no
kissin until you make me
your wife

My honey my baby don't
put my love on no shelf

She said don't hand me
no lines and keep your
hands to yourself.

So ladies, who’s willing to
take the challenge? The
survival of U.S. society, or at
least your small world, may
hinge on your decision.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Part 1: How Tift College was conceived 

The Forsyth Female Collegiate Institute moved into this building in 1852 and
would later become Tift College. The campus will re-open as the Department
of Corrections in about 51 days.

Countdown to Corrections

Football season.

Leaves changing.

Baseball playoffs.

Don't like fall.

What's your favorite thing
about this time of year?

8 votes
19 percent

7 votes
17 percent

1 votes
2 percent

1 votes
2 percent

To the editor:

W
hat's the chance of
synchronizing the
arrest reports to the
incident reports in
the Reporter? It's a

little aggravating to have to use
two or three issues to get the
information matched up so that
the picture is clear.

Also, I see issues of the Jones
County News from time to time
and it seems that their "Public
Record" section is very popular. It
is fairly large and more detailed

than the information in the
Reporter in addition to being more
rigidly formatted and easy to
digest. Just a thought on how the
Reporter could improve.

The Reporter seems to be arriv-
ing by Thursday now. Sometimes
even on Wednesday. Thanks!
That's a lot better than Saturday
or Monday.

John Ricketson
Macon

Editor’s note: Thanks for your
suggestion. You’re right, synchro-

nizing reports would be ideal. In
fact, the dates of our incident
reports and arrests do overlap for
the most part. However, the arrests
and the incident reports come from
different departments of the sher-
iff’s office and therefore their dates
don’t always correspond. Of course
we’re always happy to hear that
readers keep past issues to get a
fuller picture of the news. As for
our arrival day, we have been ask-
ing the U.S. Postal Service for bet-
ter delivery and are happy to hear
it might be working.

Why not synchronize arrest reports?

The magic bullet waiting to be tried

Cooler weather. 25 votes
60 percent
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