
 



P
erhaps one side
effect of a miser-
able Georgia
football season is
that members of

the state’s majority party,
the Bulldog Nation, soften
our natural antagonism for
that wimpy, social-
ist sport of soccer.

Heck, we’ve got
to try something
else, so it might as
well be that third-
world, foot game
played to the end-
less tune of a
vuvuzela. All
we know is
this American
football thing
ain’t working
out too well for the Red
and Black.

Fortunately for me, I’m
coaching my kids’ soccer
teams for the third year in
a row at the Monroe
County Recreation
Department. There’s
always an extra pep in my

step on game days,
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
We’re having a blast.

Oh, and about soccer
being wimpy? Don’t believe
it. We’re just two weeks
into the season and at
least three players – some

pretty tough hom-
bres -- have come
off the field in
tears. One was a
goalie who had a
knee planted in his
back, another was
a forward who got
pelted in the fore-

arm with a 30
mph soccer
ball. There’s
plenty of vio-
lence in soc-

cer, and precious few pads
to protect the kids when
they inevitably hit the
ground. In a time when
children are increasingly
“sissified” with bike hel-
mets, bans on roughhous-
ing and a general “safety-
first” obsession, sometimes

it’s refreshing let them just
go out and get after it.

But few of my players
show more courage than
our left fullback for the U-
10 Strikers, Hatcher Davis.

Many of you know
Hatcher, the son of Kevin
and Pam Davis and a stu-
dent at T.G. Scott
Elementary. His dad owns
Prime Home Mortgage in
Forsyth and his mom
works at the Trading Post
here in town. (By the way,
Kevin has my mortgage
and Pam moved us to
Forsyth. I hope you shop
locally too.)

Anyway, Hatcher was
born with muscular dys-
trophy and had never
played “normal” rec ball in
any sport before. He has
played baseball with the
Miracle League in Macon,
which he’s loved. But the
league is designed for a
wide range of handicaps
and, as Kevin tells it, the
kids are necessarily treat-

ed with kid gloves. No
score is kept and “every-
body’s a winner.” It’s a
great league, but some-
times a boy just wants to
compete with his class-
mates.

And so Hatcher does. In
fact, the biggest cheer so
far this season was when a
player for the other team
booted the ball way down-
field, hurtling towards our
goal. Only one boy stood in
its way and that was
Hatcher, who bounded the
ball into the other direc-
tion and away from our
goal. The parents roared
with approval and he
grinned from ear to ear as
he made halting steps
toward the ball, hoping to
make another kick. His
teammates loved it too.

I’m proud of Hatcher but
I’m proud of the other
Strikers as well. They’ve
all received him as a team-
mate and an equal. In
turn, Hatcher seems to be

enjoying the ride.
Hatcher is our deep

sweeper, staying on guard
by the goalkeeper to keep
opponents from scoring.
On Saturday my gaze was
on our offense where we
were fevereishly trying to
score. Suddenly I heard,
“Help me up!” Hatcher had
fallen back on the defen-
sive end of the field and
needed a hand. I called for
a substitute and helped
him up --- but Hatcher was
not happy.

“I just needed help get-
ting up!” said Hatcher,
with a devilish grin. “I
didn’t want to come out!”

Later I moved our goalie
so he could try his hand (or
foot) at a regular position
and Hatcher raised his
hand, “Let me go in, I
wanna be goalie!”

The referee, Mike
Dunlap, expressed amaze-
ment at the boy's courage.

As of this writing, the
Strikers are 4-0 with a big

game this week against
the undefeated Chaos. It
ought to be fun. But
regardless of the outcome,
I think we’ve already had
a most successful season.

In just 35 days, long-dor-
mant Tift College will
open its doors in its newest
incarnation as the head-
quarters for the Georgia
Department of Corrections.
As Monroe County and
Forsyth prepare for 400
new DOC employees who
will fill offices at the for-
mer campus, the Reporter
is looking back at Tift’s
colorful history. Our
source is "Yesterday at
Tift", the 1969 volume
written by long-time Tift
teacher and registrar
Eugenia Wootton Stone.

T
he Civil War
had devastated
Monroe Female
College, but the
Forsyth busi-

nessmen on its board and
the president, the Rev.
William Wilkes, were
determined to re-open it.
Besides, the college's 1849
charter forbade them
from selling it. So
they pitched in
what was left of
their own per-
sonal wealth to
retire some of
their debt and get
the school re-
opened in January
1866.

But Wilkes was likely
exhausted from trying to
keep the small women's
college afloat. He submit-
ted his resignation that
spring after 16 years as
the school's founding pres-
ident. Wilkes would go on
to launch two more girl's
colleges in the state, one
in Montezuma called
Spalding Seminary and
one in Gainesville named
Georgia Baptist Seminary,
now known as Brenau
University.

The board found a
replacement conveniently
enough in its 1866 com-
mencement speaker, Dr.
Shaler Hillyer, a preacher
and teacher from Mitchell
County near Albany.
Hillyer did his part to
boost school enrollment,
as four of his five daugh-
ters attended the college.
While Wilkes had been an

energetic risk taker,
Hillyer was more conser-
vative, and sought to
enrich rather than
expand. The college
continued to face
financial troubles. In
1871 the city of
Forsyth floated bonds
to help the college.
Hillyer resigned in
1872 to devote more
time to the church,
but remained on the
faculty. And a year
after leaving the
presidency he made a
prophetic proposal to
the Georgia Baptist
Convention in Rome. In
1873, Hillyer proposed a
resolution that "the
Baptists of Georgia need
an institution for the
higher education of our
daughters," and wanted a
committee appointed to
look into it. It set in
motion a courtship

between the convention
and the college that

would later be
consummated.

Next, the
school turned to
one of its long-

time professors,
Richard Thomas

Asbury, to lead as
president. Asbury had
taught math at the school
since 1856.

It was during Asbury's
tenure that Bessie
Willingham, a
Connecticut native who
had moved to a plantation
near Albany, arrived on
campus as a transfer stu-
dent from Wesleyan in
Macon. She graduated
from Monroe Female
College in 1878. No one
knew at the time how big
of a role she would play in
the school's future.

A year later, the college
would face the greatest
threat to its survival since
the Civil War. On Oct. 18,
1879, fire destroyed the
college and everything in
it -- the library, musical
instruments and laborato-
ry equipment. It was dev-
astating. Asbury left for
Madison to run a small
school there. Hillyer took

over again but had no
building, no teachers and
no students.

The school remained
defunct for four years, but
the board continued meet-
ing and raising money for
a new facility. Finally they
pooled enough for a new
building to go on the same
foundation as the original
college building, the one
that had been used as a
Confederate hosptial in
1865. They dedicated
three-story Wiggs Hall
(now Ponder Hall) amidst
great fanfare in
September 1883. Monroe
Female College was in
business once again.

In 1895, Capt. J.M.
Ponder, the chairman of
the board of the Monroe
Female College, donated
$2,000 to begin work on
an adjacent building to
include a dorm, dining
hall and extra classroom.
It was later combined
with Wiggs Hall and
called Ponder Hall. But
financial troubles contin-
ued to bedevil the school.
In 1897 the trustees
offered the college to
Mercer University.
Mercer trustees said that
while they sympathized
with the school's plight,
taking it over was beyond
their jurisdiction. Next,
the trustees turned to the
Georgia Baptist
Convention. And on April
2, 1898, the Convention
agreed to take over the
fledgling college. The
Convention invested more
money in the school,
including a $2,000 presi-
dential salary to attract a

top-shelf leader. Toward
that end, Dr. Charles
Haddon Spurgeon

Jackson was hired
as president in 1900
and the school
indeed surged.
Enrollment grew
from 150 in 1900 to
387 in 1908. The
growth required hir-
ing more faculty and
erecting more build-
ings, and that meant
more debt.

At the Georgia
Baptist Convention
in 1905, president
Jackson stepped for-

ward to make an urgent
plea for $37,000 in funds
for Monroe Female
College, saying the sur-
vival of the college was at
stake. In the audience was
the former Bessie
Willingham, class of 1878,
with her husband, Henry
Harding Tift, the wealthy
founder of Tifton, Ga.
Hearing the urgent plea,
he scribbled a note to his
wife, "Bessie, you may
give the $37,000." So she
tore a small piece of paper
from a notebook and
passed it to the presiding
officer, which read, "Mr.
Tift says he will pay the
$37,000 the building costs,
Thank God."

That scrap of paper
remained a prized artifact
in the Tift College library
for years. The Tifts would
go on to give more than
$125,000 to the school
over her lifetime, and as
she loved the college, it
loved her back. When she
would walk into the din-
ing hall every girl would
rise in respect, and her
opening words were
always the same, "Girls I
love every one of you."

As the savior and prime
benefactor of the college,
the trustees voted on May
11, 1907 to change the
school's name from
Monroe Female College to
Bessie Tift College, a
name that stuck and is
still familiar to women
around the state of
Georgia some 84 years
after her death.
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OPINION POLL
What should the UGA football team do to get better?

16 votes
21 percent

15 votes
19 percent

20 votes
26 percent

2 votes
3 percent

25 votes
32 percent

Fire head coach Mark Richt.

Fire offensive coordinator
Mike Bobo.

Recruit better players.

Join the ACC.

Be patient, they're young.

The Strikers’ secret weapon: Hatcher Davis

Ponder Hall was built in 1895.

College survived war, to face fire

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the editor:

T
he show this past week-
end at the Rose Theater
featuring Buck Wilder
and the Foxx City Band
& Friends was a great

show and cast of talent. If you
were unable to attend you missed
a wonderful night of family enter-
tainment. Between Buck and
Daryl, Tub was the funniest!
Thanks to the Sertoma Riders for

sponsoring this fun evening out.

Dan & Shirley
Daniels
Forsyth

Great show at the Rose by Foxx City Band

Let ’em dance, appropriately
In his tenure as superintendent,Anthony Pack has con-

sistently upheld the traditional values that are time-tested
guides for keeping kids from harm.

Whether it’s supporting common-sense abstinence pro-
grams, dismissing politicized administrators or affirming
First Amendment rights to religious expression, Pack’s
been a friend to the small-town values we cherish.

Last week, Pack took a stand to moderate suggestive
dancing by the MP band. Good for him. Most Monroe
County parents love our kids too much to consent to hav-
ing them do pelvic thrusts and gyrations on the field.
Tradition or not, modesty and self-control are still virtues
that will out-last dancing fads.

In the past two decades, public schools have tried the
route of value-free education, locking moral development
out of the school doors.You don’t need a newspaper to tell
you that has failed. Should MP band members be able to
dance? Sure, Pack has said as much. But in the past, some
members have crossed a line. It’s good to have administra-
tors willing to re-draw it for them.

Hatcher Davis got his sporting
start in the Miracle League in
Macon (above), but now he’s
getting his kicks in soccer at
the Monroe County Rec De-
partment, despite his muscu-
lar dystrophy.
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